WELCOME TO OUR
VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE

Welcome

Who we are
Enbridge Gas Inc. (Enbridge) provides safe and reliable delivery of natural gas to more than 3.7 million
residential, commercial, and industrial customers across Ontario and Quebec. Enbridge is committed to
environmental stewardship and conducts all of its operations in an environmentally responsible manner.
Why are we here?
 To provide information about the proposed Sparks
Street Replacement Project and present the potential
pipeline routes.
 To provide affected landowners and the public the
opportunity to discuss the proposed Project with
Enbridge and Dillon.
 To receive input from affected landowners and the
general public regarding any issues to be addressed.
 To discuss construction and environmental mitigation.
Please provide your input on the Project by completing the questionnaire available on the Virtual Open House website
at www.SparksStreetEA.ca. After Sunday, August 9, this presentation, accompanying video transcript, and the
questionnaire will be available for download at the Enbridge Gas website at www.enbridgegas.com/About-Us.

Commitment to Consultation
We are committed to a comprehensive
consultation process and want to hear from you
about this Project.
Our consultation approach is:
Inclusive – reaching out to all who may be
interested or affected and providing
opportunities to become informed and get
involved.
Transparent – providing access to information
and clear explanations for decisions.
Accountable – explaining how your input will be
used in the decision-making process.
As an important part of the consultation process,
we will work with all stakeholders to identify and
resolve potential Project-related issues.

Enbridge’s Indigenous Peoples Policy
Enbridge recognizes the diversity of Indigenous Peoples who live where we work and operate. We understand that the history of Indigenous Peoples
in both Canada and the United States has had destructive impacts on the social and economic wellbeing of Indigenous Peoples. Enbridge recognizes
the importance of reconciliation between Indigenous communities and broader society. Positive relationships with Indigenous Peoples, based on
mutual respect and focused on achieving common goals, will create constructive outcomes for Indigenous communities and for Enbridge.
Enbridge commits to pursuing sustainable relationships with Indigenous Nations and groups in proximity to where Enbridge conducts business. To
achieve this, Enbridge will govern itself by the following principles:








We recognize the legal and constitutional rights possessed by Indigenous Peoples in Canada and in the U.S., and the importance of the
relationship between Indigenous Peoples and their traditional lands and resources. We commit to working with Indigenous communities in a
manner that recognizes and respects those legal and constitutional rights and the traditional lands and resources to which they apply, and we
commit to ensuring that our projects and operations are carried out in an environmentally responsible manner.
We recognize the importance of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) within the context of existing
Canadian and U.S. law and the commitments that governments in both countries have made to protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples.
We engage in forthright and sincere consultation with Indigenous Peoples about Enbridge’s projects and operations through processes that seek
to achieve early and meaningful engagement so their input can help define our projects that may occur on lands traditionally used by Indigenous
Peoples.
We commit to working with Indigenous Peoples to achieve benefits for them resulting from Enbridge’s projects and operations, including
opportunities in training and education, employment, procurement, business development, and community development.
We foster understanding of the history and culture of Indigenous Peoples among Enbridge’s employees and contractors, in order to create better
relationships between Enbridge and Indigenous communities.

This commitment is a shared responsibility involving Enbridge and its affiliates, employees and contractors, and we will conduct business in a manner
that reflects the above principles. Enbridge will provide ongoing leadership and resources to ensure the effective implementation of the above
principles, including the development of implementation strategies and specific action plans.
Enbridge commits to periodically reviewing this policy to ensure it remains relevant and meets changing expectations.

Project Introduction
What is being proposed?
 Replacement of a natural gas main along Sparks
Street in downtown Ottawa.
 The existing natural gas pipeline will be
abandoned and replaced with a new segment of
nominal pipe size (NPS) 12-inch steel pipe.
 A combination of NPS 4-inch polyethylene (PE) and
NPS 12-inch steel pipe segments will additionally
be required in order to maintain natural gas
service to customers on Sparks Street during
construction.
 Enbridge has identified two potential replacement
pipeline routes, including a preliminary preferred
route and an alternative route.
Why do we need this project?
 The existing pipeline requires replacement due to
its age and condition.

Project Location and Overview
The proposed Project is located in downtown Ottawa.
The preliminary preferred route consists of
approximately 1.1 kilometres (km) of NPS 12-inch
intermediate pressure (IP) steel pipe along Albert
Street.
The alternative route consists of approximately 1.2 km
of NPS 12-inch IP steel pipe along Slater Street and Bay
Street.
Additionally, 900 m of NPS 4-inch IP polyethylene (PE)
pipe along Sparks Street and 175 m of NPS 12-inch IP
steel pipe along Lyon Street North and Wellington
Street will also be installed to maintain service to
existing customers.
The pipeline would be installed within the municipal
road rights-of-way, where possible.

Note: This figure shows the general Project location and Study
Area – a more detailed figure is presented on the next slide

Baseline Studies – Desktop and Field
Desktop and Field Studies Completed:
 Ecological Land Classification (ELC)
 Incidental wildlife observations
 Identification and assessment of existing natural features
 Potential for Species at Risk (SAR) occurrence/habitat
 Archaeology and cultural heritage resources
Standard mitigation measures will be carried out throughout construction in an effort to avoid or reduce potential
impacts to natural, socio-economic, and archaeological/built heritage features.
More information on the natural and socio-economic environment is provided on the following slides.

Natural Environment
 Based on the ELC study conducted for the Project, lands in the study area are predominantly classified as “constructed”
communities, including high-density residential, business, commercial and institutional, and transportation
classifications. Areas of green space are classified as greenlands and parkland, and are highly manicured and
landscaped.
 The highly urbanized Project setting provides limited wildlife and wildlife habitat potential and the likelihood of Species
at Risk occurrence is very low.
 There are no surface water features within the 30 m Project footprint.

Socio-Economic Environment
 The Project occurs in downtown Ottawa, in the “Central
Area” land use zone, as depicted in Schedule B (Urban
Policy Plan) of the City of Ottawa Official Plan. The Central
Area is the main tourist destination in the National Capital
Region.
 The Project is in proximity to numerous cultural points of
interest, landmarks, and tourist attractions such as the
Sparks Street promenade, Parliament Hill, Library and
Archives Canada, Supreme Court of Canada, Château
Laurier, National Arts Centre, and Rideau Canal.
 The Project occurs in the jurisdictions of the Sparks Street
Business Improvement Area (BIA) and the Bank Street BIA.
 The study area supports a variety of commercial and retail
activities including clothing stores, boutiques, gift shops,
and restaurants and cafes. Sparks Street is a pedestrianonly thorough-fare, also known as the “Sparks Street Mall”,
and is host to various festivals and events throughout the
year.

Potential effects may include:
 Temporary increase in noise, vibration, dust, and air emissions
 Temporary traffic and access disruptions, detours
 Disturbance of tourist activity and events
Mitigation measures may include:
 Providing advance notice of construction-related activities to
nearby residents and businesses
 Preparation of a Traffic Management Plan
 Adhering to the City’s Noise By-law
 Coordinating construction activities with other developments
 Consulting early and often with key stakeholders to avoid
interactions with planned public events

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
 The Project is located within Ottawa’s historic downtown core, an area of
significant cultural heritage interest.
 Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments will be conducted for the
Project, along with a Cultural Heritage Assessment Report and Heritage
Impact Assessment.
 The study area along Sparks Street overlaps with the Sparks Street
Heritage Conservation District, comprising a series of properties
designated under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act in 2000.
 A number of significant heritage buildings are located on the north side of
Sparks Street and there are various commercial buildings that have been
formally recognized for their individual heritage value.
 The potential routes along Albert Street and Slater Street include heritage
features such as the former Ottawa Hydro building at 109 Bank Street,
designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, and several other
buildings within the Bank Street Heritage Conservation District.
 The Heritage Impact Assessment that will be conducted for the Project
will ensure the consideration of potential impacts to heritage fabric, and
will recommend appropriate mitigation strategies (e.g., vibration
monitoring during construction).

Pipeline Design, Construction, and Safety
Pipeline Design
The proposed pipeline is designed to meet and/or exceed the
regulations of the Canadian Standards Association (Z662 Oil and
Gas Pipeline Systems) and the applicable regulations of the
Technical Standards & Safety Authority (TSSA).
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Pipeline Construction
Our construction work is temporary and transitory – once the
pipe is laid, we restore the area to as close to pre-construction
condition as possible.
Pipeline Safety and Integrity
We take many steps to safely and reliably operate our network of
natural gas pipelines, such as:
 Designing, constructing, and testing our pipelines to meet or
exceed requirements set by industry standards and regulatory
authorities.
 Ensuring that any work is respectful of community activities,
regulations and bylaws.
 Continuously monitoring the entire network.
 Performing regular field surveys to detect leaks and confirm
corrosion prevention methods are working as intended.

Pipeline Construction Sequence

Mitigation and Monitoring
We are committed to working with the community
on construction planning, mitigation, and postconstruction monitoring. Enbridge will conduct
post-construction monitoring so that impacted
areas are restored to as close to pre-construction
conditions as possible.

Enbridge recognizes that the construction of the
pipeline may result in short-term adverse impacts
and commits to applying mitigation measures to
reduce these impacts and work with the City and
local residents so that issues are resolved in a
timely manner.

Regulatory Framework
For the Project to proceed, approval from the Ontario
Energy Board (OEB) is required. The OEB requires that
Enbridge complete an environmental assessment and
route selection study.
Role of the Ontario Energy Board:
 Reviews the Environmental Report (including
details of consultation) as part of the application,
known as the “Leave-to-Construct” Application.
 Once the Leave-to-Construct Application is
submitted to the OEB, any party with an interest
in the project may apply to the OEB to become
intervenors or interested parties.
 Provides a public forum during the review of the
Leave-to-Construct Application for people to
participate in the decision-making process.
 Determines whether a proposed pipeline is in the
public interest.

Communication and Consultation

Environmental Assessment Process and Project Schedule
Timing

Task

April 2020

Identify Potential Routes

May/June 2020

Baseline Data Collection

July 2020

Notice of Commencement

July 27 to August 9, 2020

Virtual Open House

August 2020

Identify Potential Effects and Mitigation for Preferred Route

August 2020

Effects Assessment and Cumulative Effects Assessment

September 2020

Environmental Report Completed and Submitted to
Ontario Pipeline Coordinating Committee

November 2020

Ontario Energy Board Submission

Spring/Summer 2021

Construction Start Date (pending OEB approval)

December 2024

Construction Completion

We are here

Continuous Stakeholder Engagement
Enbridge is committed to open dialogue
throughout the environmental assessment and
the OEB Leave-to-Construct Application process.
Stakeholders will have the opportunity to remain
engaged in the process after the environmental
assessment is completed, through:
 Participation in the OEB hearing as an
intervenor or interested party (details can be
found at www.oeb.ca)
 Contacting Enbridge or Dillon Project team
members
 Visiting the Enbridge Project website at
www.enbridgegas.com/About-Us and clicking
on the Projects tab

Staying Informed
Thank you for participating in our Virtual Open House!
Please complete the Project questionnaire on the Virtual Open House website:
www.SparksStreetEA.ca/comment
After Sunday, August 9, this presentation, accompanying video transcript, and the questionnaire will be available for download at the Enbridge Gas
website at www.enbridgegas.com/About-Us.
Please submit your feedback by August 27, 2020 so it can be considered in the Environmental Report that will be submitted to the Ontario Energy
Board.
For more information or to submit comments or questions, please use the contact information below to reach a member of the Project team:

Tanya Turk

Tristan Lefler

Environmental Advisor
Enbridge Gas Inc.

Environmental Assessment Project Manager
Dillon Consulting Limited

519-588-1930

519-588-1930

Tanya.Turk@enbridge.com

SparksStreetEA@dillon.ca

101 Honda Boulevard
Markham, ON L6C 0M6

51 Breithaupt Street, Suite 200
Kitchener, ON N2H 5G5

Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, all comments and questions submitted regarding this Project will be used for the
purposes of creating an Environmental Assessment Report that will be a part of the public record and will be made available to individuals or
organizations with an interest in this Project. Personal information such as name, address, and telephone number will not be included in the
Environmental Assessment Report but will be released, if requested, to any person as part of the review of the Environmental Assessment Report.

