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500 Consumers Road
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Canada

January 19, 2018

VIA EMAIL
Ministry of Energy
Shereen Smithanik
Senior Policy Advisor, Indigenous Energy Policy Unit
77 Grenville St.
Toronto, ON M7A 1B3
Dear Ms. Smithanik:
Re: Bathurst Reinforcement Pipeline Project
The revised Environmental Guidelines for the Location, Construction and Operation of
Hydrocarbon Pipelines and Facilities in Ontario (the “Guidelines”) issued by the Ontario Energy
Board (the “Board”) on August 11, 2016 indicate that a project applicant shall provide the
Ministry of Energy (the “Ministry”) with a description of a project, in the planning process, such
that the Ministry can determine if there are any Duty to Consult requirements for the project.
The purpose of this letter is to inform the Ministry that Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc.
(“Enbridge”) requires a new pipeline for its distribution system in North York, Ontario in order to
continue to provide gas distribution service to existing customers and meet gas demand from
customer growth (the “Project”). The pipeline is required in 2019 and Enbridge expects to begin
construction in April, 2019 and complete construction of the Project by December, 2019.
Enbridge will be filing a leave to construct application with the Board for the Project. Enbridge is
therefore contacting the Ministry to determine whether the Project triggers the Duty to Consult.
Attachment 1 contains a description of the Project’s characteristics and its location for the
Ministry’s review and to assist it with its determination as to whether it will delegate the
procedural aspects of the Duty to Consult to Enbridge. While work on the Project is still in its
early stages, Enbridge would be pleased to discuss the Project with you should you have any
questions.
Regards,

Joel Denomy, M.A. CFA
Technical Manager, Regulatory Applications
Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc.
416-495-5676
Cc: Emma Sharkey, Ministry of Energy

Attachment 1: Bathurst Reinforcement Project Description
1.0 Project Summary
Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. (“Enbridge”) is proposing to build approximately 3.6 km of natural
gas pipeline in North York (the “Project”). The Project is a reinforcement pipeline and as such
will allow Enbridge to continue providing gas distribution service to customers in the area and
meet gas demand stemming from customer growth in the area.
Figure 1 shows the preliminary route for the Project, which is comprised of approximately 3.6
km of nominal pipe size (“NPS”) 12 inch high pressure steel gas pipeline and approximately 20
m of NPS 8 inch steel intermediate pressure pipeline. Construction of a new district station will
also be required. The Project will originate at the intersection of Steeles Avenue West and
Village Gate where it will tie-in to an existing Enbridge pipeline. From there it will travel south on
Village Gate to Greenwin Village Road where it will turn east and travel to Chlemsford Avenue.
At Chlemsford Avenue the pipeline will turn south and travel to Drewery Avenue where it will
turn east and travel to Grantbrook Street. At Grantbrook Street the pipeline will turn south and
travel to Finch Avenue West where it will turn east and travel to Senlac Road. At Senlac Road
the pipeline will turn south and travel to the intersection of Senlac Road and Betty Ann Drive
where it will tie-in to an existing Enbridge pipeline. The new district station will be constructed at
the intersection of Senlac Road and Betty Ann Drive.
Where possible the proposed pipelines will be located within existing road allowances. Other
corridors may also be used if needed. Temporary working space and laydown areas may also
be required adjacent to these areas to facilitate the movement and storage of equipment
necessary for construction. Enbridge will work with regulators and landowners to identify and
secure appropriate working space as required.
Work for preparation of the Environmental Report (“ER”) for the Project has been initiated. The
ER will examine the preliminary route against alternative routes and determine, from an
environmental and socio-economic perspective, the preferred route for the Project. Engineering
design is expected to be finalized during the permitting stage.

2.0 Project Information
Enbridge currently operates more than 37,000 km of underground natural gas distribution
pipelines. With these facilities Enbridge distributes natural gas to over 2 million customers
throughout Ontario. The Project will reinforce the existing gas distribution system and allow
Enbridge to continue to add customers to its distribution system in North York.
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3.0 Authorizations Required
An ER for the Project will be prepared using the Ontario Energy Board’s (the “Board”) 2016
Environmental Guidelines for the Location, Construction and Operation of Hydrocarbon
Pipelines and Facilities in Ontario (the “Guidelines”). The ER will identify the potential
authorizations required. Enbridge’s preliminary work on the Project has identified the following
potential authorizations:
Provincial approvals:
•
•
•

Ontario Energy Board (OEB)
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS)
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF)

Municipal approvals:
•
•

City of Toronto
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA)

Other authorization, notification, permits and/or approvals may be required in addition to those
identified above.
4.0 Project Activities
Planning activities for the Project have been designed to prepare for and commence
construction in the Spring of 2019. Pursuant to the Guidelines an ER will be prepared and
geotechnical and archeological studies will be completed. Upon receiving leave to construct
from the Board, Enbridge will commence the design and procurement phase. The design
process involves the selection of a specific running line location, appropriate materials, and the
selection of valves/fittings. Information obtained from geotechnical analysis, subsurface utility
engineering and soil sampling is typically used to inform pipeline design.
Engineered drawings will be produced with the final design and issued to local municipalities
and other regulators for approval. Once all approvals are obtained final engineered drawings will
be prepared for construction.
The pipelines may be installed via open-trench and/or trenchless technologies. Normal depth of
ground cover over the pipeline will be 0.9 m. However, installation may occur deeper to provide
additional protection in areas where it crosses underneath existing infrastructure and other
sensitive environmental and/or socio-economic features.
5.0 Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation Measures
The Project will be constructed in a highly urbanized area that has undergone extensive
development. It is expected that the majority of adverse environmental and/or socio-economic
effects will be construction related. These effects are expected to be temporary and transitory.
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The pipeline will also be underground once constructed further limiting the potential for any
long-term effects.
Mitigation measures recommended in the ER will be followed in conjunction with Enbridge’s
Construction and Maintenance Manual. In addition Enbridge will use professional judgement,
past experience, industry best practices and any additional feedback received through the
consultation process when applying such measures.
6.0 Project Benefits
This Project will enable Enbridge to continue the provision of safe, reliable and economic natural
gas to its existing customers and allow for further growth of the distribution system in North
York.
7.0 Contact Information
Regulatory Affairs:
Joel Denomy
joel.denomy@enbridge.com
416-495-5676

Indigenous Affairs:
Sonia Fazari
sonia.fazari@enbridge.com
416-753-6962
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Figure 1: Bathurst Reinforcement Project
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